
Monimail Community Council :  Minutes of meeting, 10th  November 2014 
 

 

1.      Present : W. Fenton; B. Forrest; J. Forrest; D. Hamilton; H. Laidlaw; P. Laidlaw; G. MacLean; K.  
MacLean; G. Mossman; N. Mossman; D. Smiles; G. Smith; J. Vaughan; K. Drummond; 
Cllr A. Heer    

  
2.   Apologies :   H. Grant, S. Jones 
 
3.  Community Defibrillator 
 Kirsty Drummond from  Ladybank gave very detailed information regarding her experience of Community 

Defibrillators in NE Fife.  
Defibrillators have been installed in other areas of Fife and there are currently 5 installed in the Howe of 
Fife – “ in Ladybank & 1 each in Freuchie, Falkland & Newton of Falkland. The units are accessible 24/7 
and come with very easy to follow instructions on their use – Kirsty had a Demo unit with her and gave a 
very comprehensive demonstration on how the unit is easily used. The units are designed for use on 
people aged 8 and above but can be used on younger children if required.   
Back in 2004, it was agreed that the telephone box should be adopted however our application was 
refused by BT. More recently, BT have done no maintenance and the box will only become more run 
down and an eye sore with time and a search online shows that the Letham Box is currently on an 
adoption list – this would need Fife Council approval, however it would be an ideal location for such a 
defibrillator to be sited as there is also a power supply available. 
The cost for the purchase and installation of a defibrillator would be around £1000 plus £500 for the wall 
cabinet. The device is alarmed to prevent tampering and would cost around £10 per annum for the 
electricity that maintains the battery, alarm and the device temperature. The batteries have to be replaced 
every 3 years at a current cost of £100 (they also have to be replaced after any use of  the defibrillator). 
Kirsty has the responsibility for overseeing the 5 currently in the Howe and one in Letham would also fall 
under her responsibility – this involves a 6-monthly visit to check battery, dates and clean the unit.  
If the decision is taken to install a unit, Kirsty would organise an awareness session for all interested 
parties. 
Kirsty was thanked for coming along to the meeting and giving such a detailed and informative briefing on 
the history and use of defibrillators in this area 

 

It was agreed by those attending that this would be a great idea. In order to proceed, there would have to 
be fundraising activities which would best be coordinated through the Community Council. It was agreed 
that a small sub-committee (David Hamilton, Debbie Smiles and Willie Fenton) be used to coordinate 
efforts moving forward.   
 

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting : The minutes of both the July and September Meetings were approved. 
 There was however a comment that the “Yurt” planning issue should not have been minuted in the 

manner it was and any such issues should be “more general” – the feeling from the floor was mixed. 
 

5. Matters Arising 
- Ballantager-Letham Footpath :  
Cllr Heer spoke to BEAR however still no progress with any clearing. The encroachment out over the path 
has been significant and is now making it very difficult and unsafe to use – now no more than half the 
width it should be. 

 - Monimail : 
Cllr Heer is due to meet with Hazel Grant next week to discuss what still needs done. There has been 
some tree-cutting along the road between Letham and the Church (by the Council) and some more 
trimming by landowners has been carried out nearer Monimail. 
- Broadband : 
There are not the appropriate facilities at the top of The Row to have High-Speed Broadband being 
centred at this location.  The central location would have helped maximise availability (range up to 1km) 
however at least the fibre will come into the current exchange in the village.  
To check your broadband speed you can use the BT DSL checker on the BT website 

  

6.  Planning 
- Wind Turbines 
Nisbetfield : Nothing to report  
CantyHall : a screening request has been submitted for a turbine at Cantyhall 
 

- Fife Plan  
Proposal document for review has been published – there are no proposals included for Letham 
 

In future, if the CC wishes to be considered as a statutory consultee on issues raised, a meeting needs to 
be held and an objection raised within 10 days in each case 
 

7. Monimail 



 - the condition of the Cemetery Gates has not been attended to – the budget for this within Fife Council is 
very low so is this something the CC can look to fixing themselves? Fife Council to be contacted to see if 
this is an option. 
The road condition in the area will be discussed at the meeting next week, probably requesting a site visit 
to progress 

 
8. Bow of Fife 
 The limit on Pitlessie Road is the standard 60mph which is causing concern due to the speed of vehicles 

on approach to the junction in the village.  
It was suggested that a representative from Community Policing attend the next CC meeting to hear 
concerns of residents – could this lead to a speed survey? 
(could this also be extended to The Row and the Letham-Monimail Rd? – AOB concerns) 
 

9.  Treasurer’s Report :   
Current balance just over £2238 
 

10.  Village Hall Report :  
There is a Quiz Night on 22nd November 
A “Napsack Sprayer” has been purchased for use around the Hall and in the Community – this is 
available through the Hall Committee 
 

11.  Playpark :  
There is still a stake to be put in – remove from agenda 

 
12. Questions for Councillor Heer  

The Hall has recently been asked to pay for removal of waste – feeling is that they should not have to pay 
this as they are providing the use of the land for the Recycling Centre 
Cllr Heer to make enquiries 
 

13. Any Other Business :   
Letham/Monimail Speed/Children Signage : Monimail Rd is very poor for children walking to/from the 
School – there is no “safe route” to the school from Monimail which is a concern especially with the speed 
of some vehicles along the Monimail Rd. In Letham itself there are no signs highlighting Children in the 
village. One good example seen in some areas in the North of Scotland is a “walking route” painted on the 
road which does have the effect of slowing traffic down – is this something that can be done between 
Letham & Monimail? 
The subject of School Brae Adoption came up again and it was pointed out that one of the planning 
conditions for the new house in the Trimlins was a turning circle be provided and then the Council would 
adopt the road – the circle is now there so when will the road be adopted? 
Cllr Heer to make enquiries 
 
Community Resilience Plan : a summary was given - trying to capture what resource is available in 
areas to help out. The feeling from the floor was that all this happens anyway and there is no need to 
formalise anything. Agreed not o progress 
 
Dogs : There is an issue with some dogs in Letham that are not properly under control. There has also 
been an increase in fouling on some of the footpaths due to inconsiderate owners – this is not limited 
entirely to Letham. 
Could all Dog-Owners please ensure that their animals are under control and any fouling is removed at 
the time. 
 
Potholes : some of the potholes on The Row are becoming increasingly larger and deeper. Any potholes 
can easily be reported via the Council Website and it was suggested that this is the best option. The 
Council can also be phoned and they will log all issues  
 
Community Council Elections : nomination papers were sent out at the end of September and 6 were 
sent in to Fife Council. This meant there was no election and the following 6 Community Councillors were 
duly elected : 

      Willie Fenton  Juliet Forrest 
    David Hamilton Hugh Laidlaw 
    Pat Laidlaw  John Vaughan 
 
 
14.  Date of Next Meeting : Monday 12th January 2015, Letham Village Hall, 7.30pm 


