
 

 

Monimail Community Council Meeting 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 12th January 2015 

at 7.30 pm in Letham Village Hall 

 
1. Present 

Community Councillors 

Chair David Hamilton (DH), Treasurer John Vaughan (JV), Secretary Karin Vaughan  (KV), 

Hugh Laidlaw (HL), Pat Laidlaw (PL), Juliet Forest (JF) and Willie Fenton (WF). 

Community Members 

Gordon Smith (GS), Hazel Grant (HG), Debbie Smiles (DS), Kenny and Gail McLean and 

Bruce Forest (BF). 

 

2. Apologies 

Councillor Andy Heer and Donald Dallas 

 

3. Approval of Minutes of the meeting 10
th

 November 2014 

DH opened the meeting at 7:30 pm. 

The minutes of 10
th

 November2014 proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by 

HL seconded by PL. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

a) Speed Limit Pitlessie Road / Community Police. 

DH explained there was a new police model being put in place, and that the new 

community officer who had been assigned to Letham would be attending future 

meetings. 

When the Community Police Officers attend there will be a discussion about 

perceived speeding in Bow of Fife and Letham. 

 

b) Dog Fouling 

DH had created several laminated posters giving information about the 

hazards to health of allowing dogs to foul land.  It was pointed out that free plastic 

disposal bags are available on request and that offending owners of dogs can be 

reported anonymously if the problem continues. 

The meeting agreed that there is a problem here that needs addressing to avoid 

serious health issues. 

 

5. Cllr Andy Heer Update and Question  

Andy Heer had sent his apologies as he had another Community Council Meeting at the 

same time as the Monimail one. 

 

a) Ballantager - Letham Footpath 

Andy had emailed BEAR about the condition of the footpath and had not received a 

reply. If these complaints are unsuccessful, then we should consider doing a press 

release to highlight the problem. 

 

b) Monimail Meeting with Hazel Grant and Pat Laidlaw 

The very wet weather and traffic going onto the soft verges of Monimail Road have 

caused immense damage making the road unsafe to walk. It is a route to school for 



several children. The problem has previously been referred to Fife Council but there 

has been no further news. 

PL suggested that 'passing places ' would be helpful in that if Lorries need to pass, 

then drivers would have no need to use the verges. 

DH suggested linking the issues of a safe school route and the maintenance work 

required as they were mutually beneficial. DH will contact Andy Heer again and 

highlight the successful ‘walking lane ' on a narrow road in Morar. It would require 

the verges to be scraped, calm traffic and provide a safer route for pedestrians. 

 

Potholes in the road have appeared and Hazel reported that AH had said that the 

surveyors have inspected them and some have been filled in.  

The issue of overhanging branches at Monimail has now been addressed.  

 

c) Monimail Cemetery Gates 

Andy Heer had updated that the refurbishment could come under the community 

'pay back ' scheme, however we need to wait until spring before we proceed. 

 

d) School Brae Adoption 

There has been confusion over this issue and the Council has been approached and 

the adoption is now under consideration by Transportation Services within Fife 

Council. GS had found an old newspaper cutting verifying adoption of School Brae at 

the time the village envelope was changed to allow the construction of a new house 

above the Trimlins and a turning circle at the school that is now in place. 

 

e) Hall waste removal certificate charges / recycling provision 

Administration charges are made for certificates raised for the removal of the Village 

Hall waste. JV had asked AH to query this charge vis-à-vis the space provided to the 

Council, free of charge, for the recycling point in the Hall grounds. 

f) Questions 

No further issues or questions were raised for AH 

 

6. Community Defibrillator / Telephone Box Adoption  

JV reported that it takes 90 days for the application (11
th

 November 2015) for the BT 

telephone box on School Brae to be processed and is subject to approval from Fife 

Council. There is no news yet. He has sent an email to BT requesting a progress 

report and Andy Heer is to make enquiries to see what, if anything, has been 

received by Fife Council. 

JV informed the CC that defibrillators are available with adaptations for children 

under 8 but it has a higher purchase price than that demonstrated by Kirsty 

Drummond from Ladybank. DH said that it was dependent on the funds we can raise 

which device we would purchase. 

It was suggested that it would be helpful to our community if CPR training could be 

given to us by some of our resident medical doctors at the point that the 

defibrillator is installed.  

Discussions as to raising the money by the funding group for this project will 

commence shortly irrespective of where it is installed. 

 

7. Planning Applications  

GS reported he had not received any planning notices. 

It was agreed that the address for notification be changed to that for KV 



 

8. Superfast Broadband Update  

DH and JV reported that had not received any further updates 

The consensus from the meeting was that the current provision had been very slow 

over Christmas and the New Year holidays. 

 

9. Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer reported that the current bank balance stood at £2238.26 He had 

cheques to the value of 102.08 to issue which would reduce the balance to 2136.18 

 

10. Community Groups 

a) Village Hall 

Juliet reported that the New Year's Day Ceilidh had been well attended and been 

enjoyed by all. A good profit was made for hall funds.  

The Hall Committee had purchased some scaffolding to facilitate routine general 

repairs. 

 

b) NHTT 

It is understood that this organisation was about to close. It was acknowledged that 

a lot of good work had been done. Many people had been involved and members of 

the wider community had benefitted.  

The Doorstep Bakery closed on the 31st December 2014.  

 

c) Letham Primary School 

Mr MacCauley retired at Christmas and the school is now supervised by Ms Rennie 

who will act as head teacher. 

Mr MacCauley was active in our community and the Community Council wishes him 

a long and happy retirement. 

 

11. Any Other Business  

a) Street Lights 

Monimail CC has been informed that Letham is to have the existing street lighting 

replaced with new poles and lamps. The  new poles will not necessarily be in the 

same places. The planning department have consulted with us on the style of lamps. 

There are two styles- a modern lamps that are more directional, and ones that are 

more 'decorative ' (both have been used in Collessie.)  

Letham has conservation status and the meeting agreed that our community would 

prefer 'decorative' lights.  

It is a white light that they emit and it has been suggested that the lights could be 

turned off between 3:00-5:00am or their power be reduced thus reducing energy 

costs. 

DH said he would feed our views back to the council 

 

b) Community Council Minutes and Information 

These minutes will be available in future by email or by registering on the Letham 

web site and the notice boards. 

DS asked if bullet points, relating to this meeting could be forwarded to her by KV, 

for inclusion in the Letham section in the Herald. 

 

c) Potholes 

DH indicated that the Fife Council Website is available for reporting potholes (links 

and phone numbers are on the Letham Website). After reporting complainers are 



updated on progress of repairs. It appears that the Council’s policy is that a pothole has to 

be 40mm deep before it will be filled 

 

d) Gritting 

HG queried what the policy was for gritting. Gritting is done in the week to facilitate 

the school bus but apparently not at the weekend. Fife Council to be approached to see 

if there have been changes to the gritting policy to assess the impact on our locality. 

 

e) Meeting Times 

JV asked if we could change the time of our CC meetings so Cllr Heer could be 

available for our meeting. Maybe at 7:00pm and then he could move on to his next 

meeting on the same evening. 

DH will contact him and see if  making a change to the times of our meeting - earlier 

or later, would make it easier for him to attend 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting  

Next meeting will be held Monday 6th March 2015 at a time to be advised (likely 

7.30pm). 

 

13. Closure  

Meeting closed at 8:20 pm 

 


